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From my charge conference report to the church:

In my life, music has been a powerful tool that elicits emotional, psychological, and spiritual
responses. | experience God's presence most strongly when | am immersed in singing and/or
playing songs of praise. In the form of music, the words of the Scripture become real to me
and |'am more receptive to the intention of Christ for me as it is communicated through songs.

Depending on the season of my:life, certain praise songs occupy my heart more than the :"
others. When my soul'is glad, | often sing ‘I Will Celebrate” by Maranatha Singers. When | am [ >
downcast, | visit the words of “Still” by Hillsong. Time and again, music repeatedly brings paes
" ‘ peace to my restless heart and clarifies my muddled thoughts. e
L ayawglee These days, ‘| Give You My Heart” by Hillsong has been lingering in my mind. It is a beautiful
praise that expresses a desire to completely live for God in every facet of life, but what really captivates me currently is 2
the chorus: ===
Lord, | give You my heart ‘;E?B?*

I'give You my soul, | live for You alone
# Every breath that | take, every moment I'm awake
g Lord, have Your way in me

=

L& This song found itself in my mouth as | was praying before the Lord one morning recently. | do.not exactly remember

v rd what | was praying for... perhaps about my life or ministry, but | kept repeating the last line, “Lord have your way in me.”
4 After spending much time in singing and praying, | quieted my soul and sought out God’s will, and | couldn’t help but
L=t feel thatgentle reminder from God that it is'the Almighty who calls us to/do God's holy:work, instead of us telling our

" Creator what wewant tordo with our life. | spent more time in prayer asking for God'’s mercy: if:| had been insisting on my.
L way with God instead .of letting my Lord have his way in me.

As | think about our future together and reflect back on what has taken place at Centenary. this past year and half, it is my
earnest prayer that each and every one of us will first and foremost seek God to have God's way in.us. Sometimes,
regrettably, we lose sight of God and let our own agendas, pride, and reputation become our idols, often resulting in
outputs of anger and resentment. It grieves me to have withessed Centenary being plagued with such negativity that gave
rise to some disgracing and damaging gossip about our church. Several months ago, I've learned that these malicious
spread of rumors have found themselves even on the East Coast!

continured on page 4




and victims in the recent fires and for the families

loved ones in the Thousand Oaks shooting.
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Dec. 15 (Sat.) 8 am. — 2 p.m. Church Yard Sale & Photo Day
5 p.m. -9 p.m. Caroling in Little Tokyo & Christmas Crafts

Dec. 16 (Sun.) Chimes deadline for Jan/feto Chimes / Christmas Floral Arranging Class, 1:30 p.m.
Dec. 20 (Thu.) 7 p.m. -9 p.m. Chikara practice.

Dec. 292 (Sat.) 12 noon - 3:30 p.m. Pageant Rehearsal
4 p.m. -9 p.m. Caroling at Sakura Gardens & Lincoln Park Keiro with dinner included

Dec. 23 (Sun.) 7:30 am. =9 am. Christmas Brunch
10:00 a.m. Joint Family Celebration Service

Dec. 24 (Mon.) 6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Dec. 28 (fri.) Deadline for all 2018 donations & pledges

Dec. 30 (Sun.) 9:30 am. Japanese Language Worship / 10:45 a.m. English Worship
Toshi Koshi Soba lunch served by Nihongo congregation

Dec. 25 - Church office closed
Jan. 4, 2019

Sunday Mornings — Nihongo Worship Service, 9:30 a.m. with Rev. Ryohei Kawano
Pastor’s Advent Study, 9:30 a.m., with Rev. Sunyoung Lee

English Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.

Japanese Bible Study, 11 a.m.

Monday Night Bible Study, 6 p.m. -7 p.m.
Tuesday Night Praise Band Practice, 7 p.m. — 9 p.m.
Thursday Eastside Bible Study — 7:30 p.m.

We will have be serving breakfast from 7:30 am. - 9 am. on Sunday, December 23, before our Joint Celebration Worship at 10 a.m.
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Donations Sept 17-Nov 18
SPECIAL OFFERING

Anonymous, Various Ministries

Carr, Elston and Verna, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Chandler, Madeline, Prayers for Chandlers

Chandler, Madeline, Thanks for praying for the Chandlers

Edwards, Susan, Donation towards Building maintenance September
Edwards, Susan, Donation towards Building maintenance October
Edwards, Susan, Donation towards Building maintenance November
Ehvis Jivers, Closing Ceremony

Forgey, Lori, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Furuta, Sandee, Music Ministry

Furuta, Sandee, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Graft, Ron, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Hansbrough, Lilia , California Wildfires

Hasegawa, Ron and Sonoko, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Helm, Shoko, Church Operations

Helm, Shoko, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Hiramoto, Grant, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Hiroshige, Emest, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Kasuyama, Terry, Thankssgiving Dinner Project

Kasuyama, Terry, California Wildfires

Kuyama, Keiko, Prayer Shawl Ministry

MEMORIALS

Adachi, Joyce, Anniversary Offering in memory of Masako Kaku

Hagiya, Yoshie, In Memory of Alice Yonekura

Haruta, Steve and Jan, In loving memory of Alice Yonekura

Kiguchi, Margaret, In memory of Mark Kiguchi

Kubo, Ruth, In memory of Loved Ones

Kusumi, Sachiko, In memory of Amy Nagata

Lew, Victor and Cynthia, Anniversary offering in memory of
Kazuo Saito

Liu, Yvonne, In loving memory of David Shinyu and Haruko Gima

Liu, Yvonne, In loving memory of Fred Liu

Liu, Yvonne, Thanksgiving offering in memory of Shinyu and
Haruko Gima

Liu, Yvonne, Thanksgiving offering in memory of Fred Liu

Lee, Kyungsig and Yonghwa, For guest speaker

Masada, Randly, Blessing of the Animals

Miyacka, Mush and Grace Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Miyashiro-Sonoda, Theresa Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Nakano, Elaine, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Nishinaka, Robert and Gail, Marriage of Grant Nishinaka and
Sheryl Sabater

Park, Dennis, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Sasaki, Carole, Prayer shawl ministry

Sasaki, Skeeter and Carole, Thankssgiving Dinner Project

Sasaki, Skeeter and Carole, California Wildfires

Sekiguchi, Kayoko, Harvest Time Ministries USA

Togawa, fred and Kaz, Blessing of the animals

Tokunaga, Carolyn, In celebration of Okaeri and Vigilant Love’s
presence at Centenary

Tokunaga, Carolyn, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Wally and Joy, Appreciation of community Halloween party

Wong, France, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Yamanaka, Laura, Donation — Restroom supplies

Yamamoto, Tim and Tomoko, Thanksgiving Dinner Project

Miyaoka, Mush and Grace In memory of Mary Saruwatari,
June Kumasgai, Kaz and Miriam Nishida, Emi Serizawa

Naka, Lori, Anniversary offering in memory of Miyo Yasukochi

Nakama, Megumi, In memorial of Ushi Nakama

Nakama, Nancy, In memorial of Ushi Nakama

Obata, Emie and Shuichi, In loving memory of Fumiye Nakamura

Serizawa, Yoichi, In memory of Emi Serizawa

Tagawa, Georgia, In memory of May Shimazu, Harriet Yamaka,
Adeline Shoji

Ushijima, June, In memory of May Shimazu, Harriet Yamaka,
Adeline Shoji

Wong, France, In memory of Mrs. Sue Tsukamoto

Wong, France, In memory of Jack Jue

ANNINERSARY OFFERING

Adachi, Joyce Lew, Arline Lew, Arline

Asazawa, Judy Lew, Victor and Cynthia Lew, Victor and Cynthia
Carr, Elstonand Verna Mano, Irene Mano, Irene

Goerke, Dorothy Masada, Randly Masada, Randy

Haruta, Steve and Jan Miyake, Masako Miyake, Masako

Hayashi, Karin Miyashiro, Ed Miyashiro, Ed

Hiroshige, Ernest Miyazaki, Shu and Lynn Miyazaki, Shu and Lynn
Kamon, Barbara Murata, Hideo and Marian Murata, Hideo and Marian

Koike, Clifford and Mui
Kubo, Ruth

Kunishige, Dora

Kuruma, Harry and Carole
Kurushima, Brian

Nakagawa, Mark and Pamela

Nishinaka, Robert and Gail
O'Brien, Patrick and Gloria
Okada, Dorothea
Kurushima, Brian
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Nakagawa, Mark and Pamela
Nishinaka, Robert and Gail
O’Brien, Patrick and Gloria
Okada, Dorothea

All donations for 2018 need to be received in the office by December 31, 2018.
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Special thanks to Vicky Leon for organizing the activities, Michele Nagata for creating the magnet samples, and Wendell Oyama
for making the Rice Krispie Christmas trees and gingeroread cookies.

Reuben Morgan, a worship leader from Sydney, Australia, wrote the song “l Give You My Heart” while he was studying at the
Institute of Music. Just a week before an important ministry opportunity, Reutben was involved in a car accident that reminded
him just how fragile and uncertain his life was. Friends, this life of ours is just too short to waste it in bitterness and hostility. Lord
Jesus spoke against anger as found in Matthew 5:21-24:

“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to
judgment.” But | say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a broth-
er or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, “You fool,” you will be liable to the hell of fire. So when you are
offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before
the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.”

We know that Jesus has shown a raw emotion or two as recorded in the Bible, in so, he was probably not speaking against all
forms of anger. Rather, he was pointing to a kind of selfish anger that surges within us when we don’t get our own way or
when something annoys us. Such anger blocks us from being graceful and understanding of others, shutting out God’s
blessings in our life. As Jesus reminds us, this is not the way of God for us. We are to reconcile with others and offer God'’s
peace when someone sins against us.

Again, Dear friends in Christ, our life is too precious to reside in that dark place for long. If you read along that same chapter
from the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus takes one step even further by telling us that we are called to even love our own enemies!
(Matthew 5:44-45 “But | tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”)
Can we unguestionably call ourselves as true followers of Jesus Christ when his words are not lived out in our lives and we
continue to harbor ill will and displeasure?

Centenary, we have much work cut out for us, but if we ask God to shape us instead of trying to lead God to follow our way,
| believe God will work with us and use us for greater things that can ever be conceived by our human mind. Let us remain in
prayer for one another as we wiillingly offer our all to our Maker. “Lord, have Your way in us.”

Peace,
Rev. Sunyoung Lee
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Wise Up — a family gathering of learning and fellowship
Saturday, January 12, 2019, 2:00 — 6:00 pm Save the Date!
Centenary UMC Fellowship Hall

Due to the enthusiastic response to our July 2018 Wise Up evening and requests for more such opportunities, on January 12,
2019, the second Wise Up event with free dinner and workshops will be presented with topics and activities appropriate for all
ages. All members and friends of Centenary and the community are invited.

As of this date the following workshops will be held:
Cooking — two sessions led by Wendell Oyama
1. Simple Cooking for Children
Q. Specialty Cooking for Adults
Helpful Hints on Reading the Bible led by Pastor Sunyoung Lee
Guidance for Planning a Funeral for Yourself or Loved Ones led by Fukui Mortuary
Cybersecurity — Protection for your electronic devices and personal information led by Eric Meyers
Martial Arts — karate and self defense led by Art Ishii
Games - for children and adults of all ages led by Heidi Sasaki

The evening will conclude with Dinner for all participants.
Come join us and gain new “wisdom” and new friends at this second Wise Up
evening. Workshop sign ups will be available on Centenary UMC’s website centenarydtla.org, on facebook.com/Centena-

ry-United-Methodist-Church, or with Wise Up planning committee members at the church.  Committee members are Judy
Asazawa, Gloria O'Brien, Elaine Nakano, Grant Hiramoto, Pastor Sunnie Lee and Carole Sasaki
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Beautiful Thanksgiving centerpieces were created, on Sunday, November 18, under the direction of Mr. Osamu Honjo.

Update on VIT (Mision Implementation Team) Committee
By Judge Ernie (Ernie Hiroshige) Committee Chair

As Chair of the VIT Committee, | wanted to let you all know something about what our committee does for Centenary UMC.

The VIT Committee is charged with evaluating what pressing issues confront our Church and recommending new courses of
action for Centenary UMC as to these issues. VIT may also be called upon to evaluate whether our Church is carrying out its
previously determined course of action.

It is VIT which initiated, through the guidance of Pastor Sunnie, that our Church Mission Statement would be changed to
---ENRICH, EMPOWER AND IMPACT. After approval by the Church Council, this new motto was introduced to the congregation
at our Rally Sunday of 2017.

Among the current issues VIT is considering are: 1) aStrategic Marketing Campaignfor Centenary UMC with the goal to grow
our congregation; 2) What program should Centenary adopt in helping the Homeless; and 3) evaluating and categorizing the
wiritten comments received from our congregation from Rally Sunday 2018.

As you can see, VIT, is here, we believe, to serve the best interests of our Church — Centenary UMC --- through discussion,
research, evaluation, which may lead to a recommendedcourse of action that can be acted upon by our Senior Pastor
Sunyoung Lee or by the Church Council or other appropriate committee like Trustees or Finance.

Due to our current interest in strategic marketing --- if you have a strong marketing background or a strong background in
computer skills and/or website design or management please let me know --- this Church can use your help.

WVIT must be open to suggestions from its committee members or other members of our congregation as to what additional
topics might be explored by VIT. We encourage you to forward any suggestions you have and if you are interested in serving
on VIT please feel free to email me at ernesthiroshige@gmail.com .

WIT has regular quarterly meetings during the year. If you are interested in attending any of our meetings or if you wish to
discuss any issue concerning our church, you are invited to attend. If you have an issue to discuss, please let me know in
advance and | will place it on the meeting agenda.

Our members are Pastor Sunnie, Carole Sasaki, Wendell Oyama, Fran Wong, Vicky Leon, Dennis Park, Carol Fuijita, and Lori
Nakama.
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Giving report for September and October 2018 from Gail Nishinaka, Treasurer.

Sept-Oct Sept-Oct Year to Date | Year to Date
Actual Budget Actual Budget
Pledges $29,068 $25,667 $117,127 $128,333
Unpledged Giving $8,149 $5,975 $51,752 $39,075
Anniversary Giving $3,915 $2,000 $3,915 $2,000
Thanksgiving $25 $25
$41,157 | $33,642 $172,819 | $169,408
TOTAL
Apportionments & Quotas | $10,916 $10,916 $54,582 $54,582
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

Christmas Poinsettias will be on sale starting
Sunday, Dec. 2, at church.
They are $12 each.
The poinsettias can be picked up on
Sunday, Dec. 23.
$2 from each plant sale will so toward the
UM Global Ministries World Hunger &
Poverty Project.
Please call the church office if interested
in purchasing a poinsettia plant
(213) 617-9097.
Thank you for caring!

Thank you for your donations and support for this year's Annual
Turkey Dinner Mission Project.
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GUEST PREACHER REV. DR. MARK URICKSON

Rev. Dr. Mark Ulrickson was the guest preacher on Sunday, September 23. Currently Lead Pastor at Los Altos UMC, he
has a passion for connecting spiritual rooting with compassionate action for justice.

He opened his message with a quote from Proverbs: “May you live in interesting times.” We live in a world that is
divided and politicized. We have difficulty finding common ground - it’s like a drop of water in a sea of hostility.
What is the role of the church in this world of animosity?

We might look to the actions of King Solomon as recorded in 1 Kings. He calls together the elders of Israel, all the
heads of the tribes and the chiefs of the Israelite families to the temple to place the ark. It was the coming together of
the Israelites after the exodus, exile, and liberation. As King Solomon spoke to those gathered, he chose his words
carefully. He could have said, “Israel deserved this place,” but said instead, “It’s a gift from God.” He could have said,
“God is ours,” but said, “the heavens can’t hold God, much less this temple. We can’t tame him, he is not ours.” He
celebrates all people of Israel by saying, “When foreigners come into this place, God will hear their prayers.”

Solomon defined the role of the church in a time of animosity.

Prayer is transforming. It is not the choice of last resort when nothing can be done, but a continuous part of our lives.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German pastor during the rise of Hitler. He opposed the Nazi Regime from its beginnings
and spoke out against the persecution of the Jews. As like-minded Christians joined him to help hide the Jews, he
insisted on confessing prayer, not formal prayer. By naming self before God, God was given the opening to be trans-
forming.Bonhoeffer believed that Christians should not retreat from the world but act in it.

His example was an inspiration to the Civil Rights Movement. Prayer was a part of the protest for equal rights wherever
people gathered: household meetings, church services, on the streets and marches in song. Prayer helped
protestors face anxiety. Prayer was empowering and helped change the world.

Changes can also happen in silence. During the Cold War, behind the Iron Curtain, a Christian pastor held weekly
prayer session to pray for peace. 6-12 people met quietly for several years. When the group was later opened to
everyone, it became a safe place to talk in the context of prayer. The group would then walk the neighborhood in
silence, candles lit. Two years later, the silent walkers grew into the thousands. Prayers were transforming and moved

people to peaceful action. _—



ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY - GUEST PREACHER REV. DR. SAMUEL LEE

On October 14, Centenary celebrated 122 years of ministry. Rev. Samuel Lee spoke a little of Centenary’s history as a
home for Japanese-Americans, closed during WWII evacuation but a repository for possessions of church families,
and a return after the war that saw Centenary as a spiritual and physical home for evacuees.

On a recent day, Rev Lee received a call from his daughter who is a university professor of Urban Planning in Arizona.
Two of her students had plagiarized their papers and a complaint had been filed. She was having a bad day and
needed to talk.

In the book, Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good Very Bad Day, Alexander wakes up with gum in his hair,
did not find a prize in his cereal box, didn't get the window seat in his carpool, had a difficult school day, the dentist
finds a cavity, the shoe store doesn’t have the shoe he wants in his size, and dinner, TV time, bath time and bedtime
don'’t go smoothly. Alexander complains that it was a horrible, terrible, very bad day to which his mother responds
that some days are just like that.

It doesn’t matter how often we read the Bible or attend worship, we all have our share of bad days. No one is
immune but Christians bring a perspective to bad days.

We are to live life abundantly. When troubles come, faithful souls with God’s help turn troubles into testimonies that
direct us to serve God. To a childless couple, a daughter was finally born — a big smile in their lives. In the 10th year
of her life she died. Life came to a standstill, grief consumed them. On her funeral day, her father knelt down and
prayed — “grant me strength to smile enough for both of us.” Through prayer, life became joyous as he trusted in
God.

Faith gives us the strength to stand up, to turn trite life into realized life. Triumphs direct us to serve God more as we
seek higher things, seeking things from above. In the play “Our Town” Emily says her good-byes after her death. She
takes her time acknowledging the things that surrounded her during her lifetime, things she took for granted, and won-
ders if human beings ever realize life while they live it. For followers of Jesus Christ, every moment is a gift from God.
We have the ability to live for others. Instead of flowers at a funeral, take a boy fishing. Let go of grudges and live a
life of abundance.

ENRICH EMPOWER IMPACT
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GUEST PREACHER REV. MARK NAKAGAWA

On October 21, the day of our annual Charge Conference, Rev. Mark was welcomed to the pulpit.

We make thousands of choices each day. Most are small, like what to eat or what to wear. Others
are may e solutions to problems or ways to use our time or money. In the scripture lesson, Mark
10:32-45, disciples James and John demand Jesus make a choice. They want the special privilege of
authority as they ask if they can sit to the right and left of him in heaven.Jesus explained that the
choice was not his but God’s.

Ihe Disciples followed Jesus even though they were afraid. They feared for the future of Jesus and
what was to come. When the others became angry with James and John, Jesus called the group
together to explain that the commission would be to render service to others, to find greatness in
servitude, not one of privilege.For even He came to serve and to give his life for the people.

We take pride in our accomplishments but what often gets lost is the source of our gifts. A new way
to define accomplishment is not by what we do but by who is touched by our actions. Centenary
has been blessed with leaders who put aside differences for the good of the church. They put the
ministry of the church and the needs of the broader community above their own. Mark Kiguchi
opposed the move from Normandie to Little Tokyo but once it decided, he worked tirelessly to
successfully transition Centenary to its new home.

We live in anxious and unsettling times. We often want to turn inward as a coping mechanism. We
need to have the courage to remain calm, to use all of our spiritual gifts to make decisions.

We need the courage to follow Jesus, to put aside our own desires, to seek service rather than glory.
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MEN’S FLIGHT A
Low Gross

Low Net

FRONT/BACK
Front

Back

MEN’S CALLAWAY
Low Gross

Low Net

LADIES FLIGHT A

Low Gross

Low Net

FRONT/BACK

Front

Back

>
[

Gus Campo

1 Wyman Wong
2 Gene Lee
3 Dennis Murakami

1 Gus Campo
1 Gene Lee
1 Wyman Wong

1 Wyman Wong

Mike Yu

1 Doug Hashimoto
1 Ken Hayashi

1 Brian Kito

1 Emerson Kono

1 Satoru Uyeda

Shigeko Shimakubo
Vi Uyeda

1 Haruko Minakawa
1 Naomi Endo

Naomi Endo

Haruko Minakawa

Kaz Togawa and Tetsu Tanimoto

Score

77 $100
64 $100
68 $50
73 $30
33A $20
33A $20
33A $20
31 $50

81 $100
74A $40
74A $40
74A $40
74A $40
74A $40
Score

100A $50
100A $50
76 $100
77 $50
38A $50
34 $50
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MEN’S FLIGHT B
Frank Jurado

1 Randy Sato

1 David Thorn

2 Norio Fuji

Walt Kuida

Hajime Takahashi

1 Norio Fuji
1 Randy Sato

Brian Kito

%//IWfWIZZ/ ﬁ {%(f/f} SEPTEMBER 28, 2018

Score

88
68A
68A
69
31
35

34A
34A

35

$100
$75
$75
$30
$50
$50

$25
$25

$50

A Tie score, allotted cash award prize fund
split equally per tournament rule.

CLOSEST TO THE PIN

Hole 9 - MEN

Larry Sun

Hole 9 - LADIES

Haruko Minakawa

-
i

6!6”

$100

23'7" $100

Fred ogaa and Rb Sl

-~
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We thank the following sponsors for their generous supportof Centenary’s 25th Annual Golf Tournament

TITANIUM SPONSOR
Tetsu & Kathy Tanimoto
GOLD SPONSORS
fred & KazTogawa
Fukui Mortuary, Gerald Fukui
Ed Sato Plumbing, Inc.
Darren & Linda Shirai
SILVER SPONSORS
Perfect Parking, Inc.
Jon & Kathy Nomura
Terry Miyashiro-Sonoda
BRONZE SPONSOR

Suzanne Kuruma-Holdridge

COMPANY SPONSORS
D.S. Rev. Mark Nakagawa
West District UMC
Robert & Gail Nishinaka
Mary Enomoto
INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
John Pouba

Dennis Park
Carolyn Tokunaga

CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

Fred & KazTogawa

RAFFLE DONATIONS

Tetsu & Kathy Tanimoto
California Hotel & Casino, LV
Roger Dunn Golf Shops
Dr. Terry Imagawa, DDS
Ernie & Jane Rivera
Carolyn Tokunaga
Gloria O'Brien
Vicky Leon
Ray Mayeda

GOODY BAG DONATIONS

KazTogawa
Lorraine Hinatsu
Bessie Osaka
Terry Sugamura
Vicky Leon
Mui Koike
Susie Koo



